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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This final office action is in response to the remarks filed 1 7 October 2005. 

2. Claims 1-28 are pending. Claims 1 , 9, and 20 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tkacs et al. (herein after Tkacs) U.S. Patent No. 5,526,268 filed 5/1 1/1994 in view of 
Bapat U.S. Patent No. 4,916,610 filed 10/5/1988 in further view of Swales et al. (herein 
after Swales) U.S. Patent No. 5,526,268 filed 5/1 1/1994 in view of Bapat U.S. Patent 
No. 4,91 6,610 filed 10/5/1988). 

In regard to independent claim 1, Tkacs discloses a database including 
component data descriptive of the components and a plurality of language fields 
including textual labels for component data presentations translated into a plurality of 
languages (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63 Col 4 Lines 10-67 and Col 5 Lines 1-19) (Tkacs 
Col 6 Lines 34-39) (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 47-49) (Tkacs Col 1 Lines 12-17); and a plurality 
of monitoring screens viewable on the monitoring station and including representations 
of component designations and component status parameters based upon monitored 
data collected via the data network from the components in which identifying component 



Application/Control Number: 09/672,935 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2178 

data is stored by the monitoring station (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 17-23 Col 7 Lines 28- 

38) (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 45-49) (Tkacs Col 12 Lines 56-60) (Tkacs Cof 8 Lines 14-16) 
(Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38): wherein the monitoring station is configured to access 
textual labels in a desired language from the database for displaying the monitoring 
Screens. (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) (Tkacs Col 14 Lines 25-27)(Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34- 

39) (Tkacs Col 11 Lines 5-7) (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) 

Tkacs does not specifically mention to build a view of the components in real- 
time based upon the identifying component data and based upon the identifying 
component data collected from the component. However, Swales mentions that data 
can be controlled on a real time basis (Swales Col 4 Lines 45-47). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply 
Swales to Tkacs providing Tkacs the benefit of ensure data is processed in real time to 
ensure the data is accurate and current. 

Tkacs does not specifically mention language fields. However, Bapat mentions 
fields that can contain sufficient storage that can be allocated (Bapat Col 6 Line 32) It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to apply Bapat to Tkacs providing Tkacs the benefit of allocating fields for storage 
taught by Bapat Col 6 Lines 32-39. 

In regard to dependent claim 2, Tkacs discloses wherein at least one monitoring 
(Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28) screen (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 17-23) includes a user viewable menu 
(Tkacs Col 10 Lines 46-48) for selecting the desired language. (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-9) 
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In regard to dependent claim 3, Tkacs discloses wherein the monitoring station 
(Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) is configured (Tkacs Col 14 Lines 25-27) to change (Tkacs 
Col 10 Lines 50) textual labels (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39) in respective monitoring 
(Tkacs Col 7 Lines 17-23) screen (Tkacs Col 17 Lines 17-23) upon a change (Tkacs Col 
10 Lines 50) by a user of the desired language (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-9) without 
otherwise altering the monitoring screen. (Tkacs Col 3 Lines 36-41) 

In regard to dependent claim 4, Tkacs discloses wherein the component data in 
the database (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) includes component parameter settings. (Tkacs 
Col 7 Lines 28-38) 

In regard to dependent claim 5, Tkacs discloses wherein the component data in 
the database includes historical event data the each component. (Tkacs Col 8 Lines 44- 
46 i.e. accessibly stored in memory) 

In regard to dependent claim 6, Tkacs discloses wherein the component data in 
the database (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) includes textual data descriptive (Tkacs Col 10 
Lines 24 i.e. descriptions) of each component, and wherein the textual data is translated 
(Tkacs Col 10 Lines 64-66) into the desired language (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-7) for 
display. (Tkacs Abstract Lines 1-2 i.e. display system) 

In regard to dependent claim 7, Tkacs discloses wherein the component data in 
the database includes data representative of an image of each component. (Tkacs Col 
6 Lines 22-26 i.e. graphics) 
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5. Claims 8 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tkacs et al. (herein after Tkacs) in view of Bapat as applied to claim 1 and in further 
view of Bargh et al. (herein after Bargh, US Patent No. 6,212,491 B1 filed 1 1/9/1998). 

In regard to dependent claim 8, Tkacs discloses wherein the monitoring station 
(Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) is configured ... for the component status parameters (Tkacs 
Col 12 Lines 56-60) and to display (Tkacs Abstract Line 1 i.e. display system) the 
updated status parameter (Tkacs Col 12 Lines 56-60) representations with currently 
selected desired language (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-7) labels. (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39) 

Tkacs does not specifically mention automatically polling the components for the 
component status parameter. However, Bargh mentions polling a facility within a 
simulation model for results rather than running an actual simulation (Bargh Col 21 
Lines 38-55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Bargh to Tkacs and Bapat providing Tkacs the benefit 
of polling which would result in high performance for a simulation run on a hardware 
simulator as taught by Bargh Col 21 Lines 53-55. 

In regard to dependent claim 21 , Tkacs discloses wherein the component status 
data (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) is accessed by a monitoring station (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 
28-38) through ... of the components by the monitoring station. (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28- 
38) 

Tkacs does not specifically mention polls. However, Bargh mentions polling 
(Bargh Col 21 Lines 38-55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to apply Bargh to Tkacs and Bapat providing Tkacs 
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the benefit of polling which would result in high performance as taught by Bargh Col 21 
Lines 53-55. 

6. Claims 9-12, 16-20, 22-24, 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tkacs et al. (herein after Tkacs) U.S. Patent No. 5,526,268 filed 
5/1 1/1994 in view of Bapat U.S. Patent No. 4,916,610 filed 10/5/1988 in view Swales et 
al. (herein after Swales) U.S. Patent No. 5,526,268 filed 5/1 1/1994 in view of Bapat U.S. 
Patent No. 4,91 6,610 filed 10/5/1988. 

In regard to independent claim 9, Tkacs discloses a database including 
component data descriptive of the components and a plurality of language fields 
including textual labels for component data presentations translated into a plurality of 
languages (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39 and 60-63) (Tkacs Col 1 Lines 12-17 Col 4 Lines 
29-40) (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 47-49); and a plurality of monitoring screens viewable on 
the monitoring station and including representations of component destinations and 
component status parameters based upon monitored data collected by the monitoring 
station via the data network, the screens including textual labels for the 
representations(Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 45-49) (Tkacs Col 12 
Lines 56-60); wherein the monitoring station is configured to access textual labels in a 
desired language from the database for display in the monitoring Screens. (Tkacs Col 6 
Lines 34-39) (Tkacs Col 11 Lines 5-7) (Tkacs Col 1 Lines 12-17) (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28- 
38) 
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Tkacs does not specifically mention including at least data identifying the 
components stored in the respective components to build a view of the components in 
real-time based upon the identifying component data and based upon the identifying 
component data collected from the component. However, Swales mentions that data 
can be controlled on a real time basis (Swales Col 4 Lines 45-47). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply 
Swales to Tkacs providing Tkacs the benefit of ensure data is processed in real time to 
ensure the data is accurate and current. 

In regard to dependent claim 10, Tkacs discloses wherein the database stored at 
the monitoring station. (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) (Tkacs Col 6 lines 60-63) 

In regard to dependent claim 11, Tkacs discloses wherein the monitoring 
representations include a user viewable menu of selectable languages. (Tkacs Col 1 1 
Lines 12-17) (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) 

In regard to dependent claim 12, Tkacs discloses wherein the monitoring station 
(Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) is configured (Tkacs Col 14 Lines 25-27) to access the 
desired language (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-9) for the textual labels (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34- 
39) from the database (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) based upon a user selection made via 
the menu. (Tkacs Col 10 Lines 46-48) 

In regard to dependent claim 16, claim 16 reflects the database as claimed in 
claim 4 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 17, claim 17 reflects historical event data as 
claimed in claim 5 and is rejected along the same rationale. 
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In regard to dependent claim 18, claim 12 reflects the data in the database as 
claimed in claim 6 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 19, claim 19 reflects the image as claimed in claim 
7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to independent claim 20, Tkacs discloses accessing component status 
data (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) from a plurality of electrical components (Tkacs Col 6 
Lines 14-19) of a control and monitoring system (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) via a data 
network each component storing its respective identify data (Tkacs Col 1 Lines 29-34); 
accessing textual labels (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39) corresponding (Tkacs Col 4 Lines 1- 
5) to the component status data (Tkacs Col 4 Lines 35-39) from a system database 
(Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63), the database including translations (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 47- 
49) of the textual labels (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39) in a plurality of languages and 
component descriptions for the components (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63 Col 4 Lines 10-67 
and Col 5 Lines 1-19) (Tkacs Col 1 Lines 12-17); and displaying a plurality of monitoring 
representations (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) for the components including presentations 
(Tkacs Col 4 Lines 41-43) of component status data (Tkacs Col 4 Lines 35-39) and 
textual labels (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39) in a desired language (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-7) 
of the plurality of languages (Tkacs Col 1 Lines 12-17) accessed from the database. 
(Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) 

Tkacs does not specifically mention including at least data identifying the 
components stored in the respective components to build a view of the components in 
real-time based upon the identifying component data and based upon the identifying 
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component data collected from the component. However, Swales mentions that data 
can be controlled on a real time basis (Swales Col 4 Lines 45-47). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply 
Swales to Tkacs providing Tkacs the benefit of ensure data is processed in real time to 
ensure the data is accurate and current. 

In regard to dependent claim 22, Tkacs discloses wherein the textual labels 
(Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39) are accessed from the database (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) in 
accordance with predetermined fields (Tkacs Col 5 Lines 3-6) of the representations. 
(Tkacs Col 10 Lines 46-48) 

In regard to dependent claim 23, Tkacs discloses wherein the textual labels 
(Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39) are accessed from the database (Tkacs Col 6 Lines 60-63) 
in accordance with a user selection of the desired language. (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-9) 

In regard to dependent claim 24, Tkacs discloses wherein the representations 
include a user viewable menu (Tkacs Col 10 Lines 46-48) for selecting the desired 
language. (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-9) 

In regard to dependent claim 26, Tkacs discloses wherein the component 
descriptions (Tkacs Col 10 Lines 24 i.e. descriptions) are displayed (Tkacs Abstract 
Line 1 i.e. display system) in the monitoring representations (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) 
for the respective components (Tkacs Col 8 Lines 44-46) 

In regard to dependent claim 27, Tkacs discloses wherein the component 
descriptions (Tkacs Col 10 Lines 24 i.e. descriptions) are stored in the database (Tkacs 
Col 6 Lines 60-63) in the plurality of languages. (Tkacs Col 1 Lines 12-17) 
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In regard to dependent claim 28, Tkacs discloses wherein the component 
descriptions (Tkacs Col 10 Lines 24 i.e. descriptions) are displayed (Tkacs Abstract 
Line 1 i.e. display system) in the monitoring representations (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) 
in the desired language. (Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-7) 

7. Claim 13-15 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tkacs et al. (herein after Tkacs) in view of Bapat as applied to claim 9 and in 
further view of Swales et al. (herein after Swales, US Patent No. 6,151 ,625 B1 filed 
4/30/1999). 

In regard to dependent claim 13, Tkacs discloses wherein the textual labels 
(Tkacs Col 6 Lines 34-39) are displayed (Tkacs Abstract Line 1 i.e. display system) with 
component status parameters (Tkacs Col 12 Lines 56-60) ... 

Tkacs does not specifically mention statues parameters updated in real time. 
However, Swales mentions a ladder diagram, which will automatically be updated as 
they are changes (Swales Col 10 Lines 45-48) and a real time operating system that 
controls the interaction between the components (Swales Col 4 Lines 61-62). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to apply Swales to Tkacs and Bapat providing Tkacs the benefit of having automatic 
updates real time processing to provide memory management and to provide a set of 
message services and signal services as taught by Swales Col 10 Lines 63-67. 

In regards to dependent claim 14, Tkacs discloses wherein the desired language 
(Tkacs Col 1 1 Lines 5-7) may be selectively changed by a user (Tkacs Col 10 Lines 50) 
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in ... without otherwise altering display (Tkacs Col 3 Lines 36-41) of ... updated 
component status parameters. (Tkacs Col 12 Lines 56-60) 

Tkacs does not specifically mention updated in real time. However, Swales 
mentions updated (Swales Col 1 1 Lines 45-48) in real time (Swales Col 4 Lines 61). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to apply Swales to Tkacs and Bapat providing Tkacs the benefit of having real 
time to process an updated request as taught by Swales Col 10 Lines 63-54. 

In regard to dependent claim 15, Tkacs discloses wherein the components are 
configured to store component designation data (Tkacs abstract Lines 11-15) and to 
transmit the designation data to the monitoring system (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) upon 
demand by the monitoring system. (Tkacs Col 7 Lines 28-38) 

Tkacs does not specifically mention transmit and demand. However, Swales 
mentions transmit request (Swales Col 5 Lines 39-44 i.e. transmit request) It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to apply Swales to Tkacs and Bapat providing Tkacs the benefit of transmitting a 
request or demand to receive information 

In regard to dependent claim 25, Tkacs discloses wherein the desired language 
(Tkacs Col 11 Lines 5-7) can be changed ...by user selection via the menu. (Tkacs Col 
10 Lines 46-48) 

Tkacs does not specifically mention updated in real time. However, Swales 
mentions updated (Swales Col 1 1 Lines 45-48) in real time (Swales Col 4 Lines 61). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to apply Swales to Tkacs and Bapat providing Tkacs the benefit of having real 
time to process an updated request as taught by Swales Col 10 Lines 63-54. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 17 October 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that Tkacs and Swales fail to disclose "identifying a 
component is stored in the component (page 14)." The examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Although the applicant believes that Tkacs teaches away from this because 
the process diagram is generated independently of the components of the process 
(page 14), the examiner does not view generating a process diagram to be the same as 
identifying a component. Tkacs discloses identifying a component and obtaining 
process parameters from a component via a network (column 1, lines 30-45; Figure 7). 
The examiner believes this satisfies the claimed limitation of "monitored data collected 
by the monitoring station via the data network from the components in which identifying 
component data is stored (claim 1, lines 9-10)." 

Further, the applicant argues that the examiner fails to provide proper 
motivation to combine references (page 15). The examiner respectfully disagrees. The 
applicant argues that Swales fails to disclose storing data in a component, and therefore 
cannot provide motivation to combine with Tkacs. As disclosed above, the examiner 
does not rely upon Swales to disclose storing data in a component, as Tkacs discloses 
this feature (column 1 , lines 30-45; Figure 7). Further, the motivation to combine does 
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not have to be provided from one of the references, as the applicant alleges (page 1 5), 
but motivation to do so found may be found either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 
F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 
1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to have combined Swales with Tkacs, 
since it would have provided Tkacs the benefit of real time processing, ensuring current 
and accurate data. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle R. Stork whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Kyle Stork 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2178 
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